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Moduli Contenuti 
   
    John Keats and his  
       Poetry 

 
John Keats: life and works. 
 
Analysis of “Ode on a Grecian Urn”,  
                   “La Belle Dame Sans Merci”   .  
               
                    (settembre-ottobre) 
 

  
 
The Victorian Age   

 
The Victorian Era : the Victorian Compromise. 
The Growth of Industrial Cities 
The Pressure for Reform. 
Technological Innovations and the Communication Revolution. 
The Cost of Living: the Workhouses, the condition of  poor people. 
Poverty and the poor laws.  
The Victorian Ideal. 
A Time of new Ideas. 
The Impact of Charles Darwin  and the Theory of Evolution.  
Uses and Abuses of Darwin: Cesare Lombroso 
The Victorian Novel: characteristics and authors. 
 
 
Charles Dickens, biography and analysis of extracts from the main 
novels:    
 
“Oliver Twist”:  extracts: 
 “Treats of the Place where Oliver Twist was born and the   
   Circumstances attending his birth”  (photocopy) 
 “Oliver wants some more” 
  “Jacob’s Island” 
 
“Hard Times” : extracts: 
“Coketown”  (photocopy) 



“A Man of Realities” 
 
 
(ottobre- novembre) 

  
 
Victorian Passions 

 
 
Charlotte Brontё: from “Jane Eyre”, characteristics, analysis of the 
plot and of extracts from the text.  
  Extracts: 
“Thornfield Hall” 
“The Madwoman in the Attic” 
 
Emily Brontё: from “Wuthering Heights”, characteristics, analysis 
of the plot and of extracts from the text.  
“I am Heathcliff” 
(dicembre) 
 
 
 

 
 
The Late Victorian Period 

 
 
R.L. Stevenson: “The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”, 
plot and main themes. 
 
  Extract: 
“Dr Jekyll’s first Experiment” 
  (dicembre-gennaio) 
 

  
 
Lewis Carroll 

 
“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” : main themes and 
characteristics. 
  Extract: 
“The Pool of Tears” 
(gennaio) 
 
 

 
 II quadrimestre 

Moduli Contenuti 
 
 
The Late Victorian 
Fiction and Drama: 
towards Aestheticism 
 
 

 
 
Oscar Wilde: from  
“The Picture of Dorian Gray”, plot and analysis of some extracts. 
  Extract: 
“I would give my soul for that!” 
 
“The Preface to Dorian Gray” : a Manifesto of Aestheticism. 
 
  “The Importance of being Earnest”: comic plot,                       
characters, language and themes.  
   



 
 
G.B. Shaw: from “Pygmalion”, plot and themes. 
 Extract: 
“What’s to become of me?” 
 
(Vision of the film and of the theatrical reduction for schools) 
 
 (febbraio-marzo) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Decadentism and 
Aestheticism 

 
 
 
 
Decadentism as a reaction against the bourgeois model 
The decadent artist’s withdrawal from society 
The archetypal decadent: Huysman’s Des Esseintes 
The confluence of art and life: Wilde and D’Annunzio 
 
 

 
 
The Age of Anxiety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
The crisis of certainties: 
Freud’s Influence: Id, ego and superego; the theory of the 
unconscious. 
Einstein and the theory of Relativity 
A new concept of time: Bergson and James. 
A new picture of man 
 
 
(aprile) 

 
The Modernist 
Revolution and the 
Stream of 
Consciousness 
 

 
 
J. Joyce: “Dubliners” 

Extract: 
From “The Dead”:  
“His riot of emotions” 
 
“Ulysses”: characteristics, analysis of the plot and of extracts from the 
text.  
Extract: 
“I was thinking of so many things” from Molly Bloom’s  monologue 
 
V. Woolf: 
“Mrs  Dalloway”, characteristics, analysis of the plot and of extracts 
from the text. 
“She would not say” 



“A very sad case” 
 
“To the Lighthouse”, characteristics, analysis of the plot and of 
extracts from the text. 
Extract: 
“The Window” 
 
(aprile-maggio) 

 
Modernist Poetry  
 

 
 T. S: Eliot: from “The Waste Land” analysis of 
 “The burial of the Dead”. 
“What the Thunder said” 
(Maggio) 
 

The satirical  fable and 
prophetic dystopian 

George Orwell 
“Nineteen Eighty-Four”, analysis of the main themes, imagery and 
meaning. 
“Big brother is watching you” 
(Maggio-giugno) 
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